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Exploring and Engaging with the Day of Mary 
 

The Presence of Mary and the Transformation of the World 
 
 
A Brief Chronology of The Day 
It is recognized more and more that since around the middle of the 19th century there 
have been ever increasing appearances of the Virgin Mary, our Divine Mother, in 
many places around the globe. These have grown in numbers of locations and 
frequency of visits from a dozen or two appearances at places like Lourdes, France 
(1858) and Fatima, Portugal (1917) to many hundreds of appearances in the more 
recent decades in such places as Garabandal, Spain, and San Nicolas, Argentina, 
and especially in Medjugorje, Bosnia, where her daily appearances have continued 
since June 1981.  
 
We can agree with those who see this pattern as one of moving from Maryôs more 
traditionally understood appearances in these earlier years to her seemingly ómoving 
inô in the more recent events such as Garabandal and Medjugorje. 
 
Seeing how these series of events can come to be called the Day of Mary is seen in 
her pattern of appearances and especially in the times of day that Mary chose and 
chooses to be at these places. This is laid out simply and graphically in the diagram 
below: 
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There have indeed been many other appearances of Mary in this time period, but 
what we are looking at here are the more well known sites. At these locations we can 
see how Mary begins the ódayô by appearing to Bernadette at Lourdes in 1858 always 
at dawn on each of the 18 or 19 times she came. The day continues, and in 1917 
Mary came to visit the four children at Fatima at noon or just thereafter, and 
culminating in the very precise times that Mary comes to the seers in Medjugorje 
which is at 6.40pm (summer time) each day. 
 
Signs of Maryôs call for the uniting of the people of  Christianity and Islam 
 
The more time one spends looking at Maryôs different appearances the more one can 
see that everything about her visits is of meaning. This is shown in the titles she 
gives herself, the exact locations of where she comes, how she looks, what she 
wears, and in what she says and doesnôt say, as well as what we have seen above in 
the times of day she comes.  
 
In this section we would like to look at her calling for unity amongst the people of 
different traditions and religions. This is seen in not just what she openly urges but in 
the subtle non-spoken communication revealed in some of the particular places she 
has come to appear in. The encouragement, even pleading, for unity amongst the 
peoples is shown particularly strongly in an unusual series of apparitions and 
messages Mary gave to a person in Amsterdam over a prolonged period from the 
end of the 1940s to the early 1960s.  
 
Here in Amsterdam she came under the title of The Lady of All Nations even 
proclaiming that the date of May 31st would be come known as the Feast of the Lady 
of All Nations. On this date in 1955 she spoke clearly of her wish for the uniting of 
people of different nations and cultures: "It is really and truly the Mother, the Lady of 
all Nations, who is telling you this. ..the Lady begs you now, today, do ask the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit that He may protect His people and may restore unity 
among them. Unity is what His people must achieve, they must be one, and over 
them, the Lady of all Nations. One Community, nations, I stress these words: One 
Community! ...Try to understand the reason for my coming on this day. The Lord 
Jesus Christ has selected this great day (May 31st) for the Lady of all Nations. Her 
mission is to establish unity among her nations She is sent to make one great 
Community of her nations. To gather all nations into one Community, that is the task 
set before the world in the present time, which I have heralded repeatedly. Again and 
again I have spoken of this time in private. Well, now, this time has come...Above all 
strive for unity among the nations. That is what the Lady of all Nations has come to 
tell you today. She will not forget you. You are as yet unable to appreciate my words 
...when the time of the Lord Jesus Christ has come, you will see that false prophets, 
war, discord, dissensions will disappear. Now the time is ushered in. The Lady of all 
Nations is saying this."  
 
As well as this open invitation to unity, and the uniting through her love that she 
offers, we can see further signs of this in the choosing of the particular sites for her 
appearances. By looking at some of these locations more closely perhaps we can 
follow these clues, which show in these cases her wish for the coming together 
especially of the peoples of Christianity and Islam.  
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                        Lourdes 

              The Young  Seers of Fatima 

Fatima:  This village in northern Portugal is one of the most well known sites of any 
Marian apparition in the last one hundred years. The Virgin Mary appeared here to 
three children for a total of six times, all on 
the 13th of the month, between May and 
October 1917, culminating on October 
13th with the miraculous 'dance of the 
sun' as it has come to be known, which 
was witnessed by approximately 70,000 
people. There are at least two things 
about Fatima which highlight the wish for 
unification that Mary is expressing in her 
appearances. Firstly, Fatima was the 
name of the most favoured daughter of 
Mohammed, the founder of Islam. The 
Prophet once said that he regarded his 
daughter as the highest woman in heaven 
after the Virgin Mary. Fatima was the 
youngest daughter of Mohammed and the 
only one to bear any children. Within two 
years of marriage she had born two sons, Hassan and Hussein. Interestingly, all 
those who claim direct descendancy from the Prophet claim it through the children of 
Fatima.  Further, the origin of the naming of the village seems significant. During the 
Crusades a knight by the name of Goncalo Hermingues captured the daughter of the 
powerful Muslim prince Alacer de Sol. She was held for some time and, in due 
course, Hermingues and the princess, whose name was Fatima, fell in love and 
Hermingues asked the prince for his daughter's hand in marriage. The Crusader and 
Fatima were married and she converted to Christianity, at which time she changed 
here name to Ouranea, from which the nearby town of Ourem gets it's name. 
Unfortunately, the princess died in her youth, and soon after Hermingues gave his life 
to God living out his years in a Cistercian abbey. Later, he was sent to a nearby 
priory and took with him the remains of his wife; the village took, and still bears her 
original name, Fatima. And it was to this place in 1917 that Mary chose to appear 
with her pleas for conversion and prayer.        
 
Lourdes: The healing properties of the water at Lourdes have made it the most well 
known shrine to our Blessed Mother. What is interesting here is again how the place 

derived its name. The similarities between here 
and Fatima are remarkable. Overlooking 
Lourdes is a very large hill called Castle 
Mirambel, which dominates the area. In the 
eighth century the Saracens (Muslims) were 
driven out of the south of France altogether, 
apart from this one stronghold at Castle 
Mirambel. Mirat, the Muslim commander of the 
Saracens, withstood all attempts by Charles 
Martel to defeat him. Forty years later he was 
still there. At this time the Emperor 
Charlemagne arrived, but had no more success 
than Martel. The siege only ended, it is related, 
when the Bishop of Le Puy sent Mirat the 
message: "Brave Prince, would you not 

surrender to a sovereign lady, Mary, Queen of Heaven?" It was only at this point that 
Mirat gave in. After surrendering, and after all the troops had been sent home, Mirat 
remained behind. He later became a Christian and at that time changed his name to 
Lorus. Charlemagne graciously appointed him commander of the fort, and the town 
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was also named after him, Lorus=Lourdes. Again, this is the place where Mary chose 
to make her famous appearances.                
 
Cairo: One of the most surprising things about the apparitions in Cairo is how little 
known are the events that took place there. There were nights in 1968 when 250,000 
people were gathered around the 
church in Zeitoun, a suburb of Cairo, 
almost bringing the city to a 
standstill. The Virgin Mary would 
appear outside the church above the 
domes and roof of the church 
nightly, sometimes for hours at a 
time. This continued for many 
months, then the apparitions 
became less frequent, eventually 
ending in 1971.The church is the 
Coptic Orthodox church of St. Mary, 
which is situated, according to 
tradition, close to the road used by 
the Holy Family when they fled to 
Egypt. Not surprisingly, this being 
Cairo,  the majority of the witnesses 
were Muslims.  
 
The visions were officially confirmed by the Coptic Orthodox Patriachate, the 
Egyptian government, the Greek Catholic Church, and the head of the Evangelical 
Church in Egypt speaking on behalf of all the Protestant Churches.  Here in Cairo the 
visions were not seen only by a few, but by all who came. There was, however, no 
speech or verbal message from Mary at any time. Francis Johnston in his little 
booklet on the apparitions in Cairo, writes: "All this time the Virgin continued to 
maintain a wondrous 
silence...commentators 
interpreted this 
absence of a spoken 
message as a gesture 
of motherly tact and 
tenderness to her 
children of all faiths. 
Had she, for example, 
declared herself to be 
the Mother of God, the 
Muslims, who reject 
Christ's divinity, would 
probably have turned 
their backs on the 
visions and disputed 
with the Christian 
onlookers. Or had she 
identified herself with 
the Immaculate 
Conception, the Copts, 
who believe that Mary was sanctified only at the time of the Annunciation, might have 
experienced difficulty in fully accepting her. As it was, Our Lady invariably maintained 
an attitude of prayer, as if promoting everyone present, regardless of their beliefs, to 
unite in God through prayer." When Millions Saw Mary, Augustine Press, 1980. 
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                Zeitoun, Cairo, 1968 

 
This time, of course, was a period of awful conflict between Egypt and Israel, when 
many nations feared the consequences of the conflict between them in the Six Day 
War. It isn't surprising then to note that Mary often appeared above the church in 
Cairo holding an olive branch, an ancient symbol of peace. She was also seen many 
times to be kneeling in an attitude of prayer, beseeching. Supernatural doves of light 
were seen to be flying around the domes of the church, another symbol of peace. 
These doves would appear as birds of light, gliding, and would disappear as 
suddenly as they appeared.  
 
Underlining the truly ecumenical aspect of Mary's appearance here, Francis 
Johnston relates elsewhere in his booklet: "News of the apparitions spread like fire 
across Egypt, generating a wave of intense excitement and attracting immense 
multitudes of Christians, Jews, Muslims and unbelievers to Zeitoun to see the visions 
for themselves. Within a few weeks the 
crowds reached an estimated 250,000 
nightly and the resulting traffic congestion 
threatened to paralyse Cairo. At each 
appearance of the Virgin a deafening cry 
would ascend from the tumultuous 
thousands besieging the floodlit church on 
all sides. 'We believe in you St. Mary! We 
witness to you St. Mary!' Great numbers of 
Muslims who had been kneeling on their 
prayer mats reciting verses from the Koran 
in praise of Mary would raise their voices in 
fervent hymns to her. ( It needs to be 
remembered that Islam fosters a certain 
devotion to Mary and acknowledges her 
Immaculate Conception and the Virgin Birth 
of Christ ). Others would pray in unison with 
Catholics, Copts and Protestants - the first 
time in history that Christians and Muslims 
had prayed together in large numbers."   
 
It is also worth noting that every mosque 
has a prayer niche dedicated to Mary - 
which is more than can be said for every 
Christian church, or even every Catholic 
church ! 
 
Medjugorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina: The first appearance of the Virgin Mary in 
Medjugorje, was on June 24th, 1981. This is, surely not coincidentally, the feast day 
of St. John the Baptist. Thirty years ago, J.G. Bennett wrote in the Dramatic 
Universe: "The pre-eminence of Mohammed came from his perfect submission 
(Islam) to the Divine Command. We cannot but see here a parallel between 
Mohammed and Mary, and indeed some have gone so far as to assert their identity, 
which is to be seen in the role of transmission. Both Mary and Mohammed were 
channels or vehicles through whom the Divine Operations were made manifest in the 
world. The same is true of John the Baptist who is so closely linked with Mary in the 
manifestation of Christ. There are very great differences of degree; but there is a 
characteristic role that has to be filled in every manifestation. This is one way in 
which we can recognise the pattern which history is destined to realise."  
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                      View of Medjugorje and the church of St James, Bosnia-Herzegovina 

In this area of what was Yugoslavia the different religions of Roman Catholicism, 
Islam and Eastern Orthodoxy have existed in almost equal proportions through the 
centuries. The inter relationship between them, however, has often been one of 
animosity. In the 1981 national census only 1.2 out of 22 million described 
themselves as Yugoslavs, the rest preferring to call themselves Slovenes, 
Macedonians, Montenegrins, Croats, Serbs etc. The area has always been seen as 
one dividing east from west, both politically and religiously. Even within the country 
itself religion and nationality seem to split the country geographically - and therefore 
Europe itself - into two.  Catholics, and republics or countries belonging to the Latin 
church lie to the west, while Islam and the Orthodox faith lies to the east. The 
republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina straddles this dividing line, and within this republic 
lies Medjugorje. The traumas and atrocities performed in the area during the war in 
the 19902 are still fresh in our minds, but it has been said has been said that perhaps 
Medjugorje can be the key to peace in this volatile area because the one thing all 
three religions have in common is a sincere love for the Virgin Mary.  
 
In Medjugorje, as much if not more than anywhere else, Mary speaks of the mutual 
respect we should have for each other's religions. Mary Craig writes: "In September 
1981, some two months after the first apparition, Orthodox and Muslim pilgrims 

began coming to Medjugorje. This would be roughly analogous to Northern Ireland 
Paisleyites visiting the shrine of Knock. The gaping divide between Serbian Orthodox 
Christians and Roman Catholics was every bit as fraught with danger as that dividing 
Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland. Or Christians and Muslims in the 
Lebanon. The mutual hatred was everywhere the same. So it was almost shocking to 
devout Catholics when the Madonna was reported as saying: 'You must respect each 
man's beliefs. No one should despise another for his convictions. God is one and 
indivisible. It is not God but believers who have caused the dreadful divisions in the 
world.' To Mirjana, one of the visionaries, she pointed out that devout Catholics 
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     The children of Garabandal with Mary 

seemed to go out of their way to avoid contact with Orthodox and Muslims; yet 
nobody who refused to take other believers seriously was worthy of the name of 
Christian. By way of underlining this difficult message, Our Lady had singled out one 
of Mirjana's neighbours in Sarajevo (where she was studying), a Muslim woman 
named Pasha, for special praise, 'She is a true believer, a saintly woman. You should 
try to be more like her...Muslims, Orthodox and Catholics to my son and myself are 
all one. You are all my children.ò Mary Craig, Spark from Heaven: Mystery of the 
Madonna of Medjugorje, 1988. 
 
When I was in Medjugorje during Easter 1989 the daily apparitions of Mary were 
taking place in the organ loft at the back of the church. When Mary appeared, and 

the visionaries dropped to their knees, a 
light would be switched on in the church 
so that all would know the apparition 
had begun. The thousands present 
inside and outside the church who were 
praying the rosary, then fell into silence. 
One warm and sunny evening, unable to 
even get into the church as it was full to 
overflowing, I stood at one of the open 
side doors. In the middle of this sacred 
silence, with Mary present with the 
children in the church, I became aware 
of a solitary raised voice coming from 
across the fields. It was a Muslim 
singing his evening prayers. It was an 
exquisite moment.         

 
Also on this theme of Maryôs call for unity, I'd like to take something from the 
autobiography of J.G. Bennett. In 1960 while staying with the Benedictine monks of 
St. Wandrille in France, and practising with them the spiritual exercise of the latihan 
he "...received several illuminating experiences in the latihan. Once I heard a voice 
within me saying: 'Surrender to the Will of God is the foundation of all religion.' Then I 
became aware of the Presence of Jesus, and saw that He is the Manifestation of the 
Love of God. The thought entered my mind: 'Then Christianity is the one true 
religion.' At the same time I found myself intoning the opening chapter of the Qu'ran: 
El hamd ul Illah Rabb-el-alemeen er Rahman er Rahim: Glory to God the Lord of the 
two Worlds, the Compassionate, the Merciful.' Then the same voice said: 'It is my 
Will that my Church and Islam should be united,' I said in astonishment: 'Who can 
accomplish such a task?' and the reply came: 'Maryô. Soon after the latihan ended." 
J G Bennett, Witness, Claymont Communications, 1983. 
 
"There is only one God, and one faith. Believe firmly." -Virgin Mary, Medjugorje 1981 
 
A Geography of The Day 
Having looked at the pattern of the Day of Mary in the timing, sequence and number 
of various apparitions, and at least a taste of something of the meaning of her 
visitations in the call for unity, we turn to look at  a pattern of the geography of many 
of these locations. In so doing we are not suggesting that what we have here is one 
overall pretty pattern of this Day of Mary. Not at all. There is so much more to this 
than we have even begun to discover, or perhaps are even able to discover, 
including these geographical connections, that we do not presume to propose some 
kind of all-embracing comprehensive view. Rather we are taking a brief look at some 
of the meaningful coincidences and developing pictures that can come after over 150 
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years of what ï if we are correct in our proposition ï can begin to be seen as the Day 
of Mary. 
 
The rather extraordinary matter coming to light in the geography of these 
appearances is how so many of them are on an almost straight line of latitude. If we 
take the latitudinal line of 43° north within Europe then we find many well known 
places of religious and spiritual significance on or straddling this line, including 
several we have already been looking at to do with Maryôs recent appearances. 
 
Illustrated below we can see that Garabandal, Lourdes and Medjugorje all lay along 
this line. The red line marking the 43° line of latitude inserted in the map below is on 
a slight curve of course as it is laid on to a two dimensional representation of the 
surface of a sphere. It, therefore, has a curved appearance as do the other lines of 
latitude already on the map.  
 
But these sites of Marian apparitions are not at all the only places of interest laying 
along this line. We can also discover here: 
 
- Santiago de Compostela, latitude 42Á88ô, in north west Spain which has been a 
famous place of Christian pilgrimage for a thousand years. Compostela means field 
of stars, making Santiago de Compostela "St. James in the Field of Stars". Wikipedia 
has a pre-Christian legend recording, ñAs the lowest-lying land on that stretch of 
coast, the city's site took on added significance. Legends supposed of Celtic origin 
made it the place where the souls of the dead gathered to follow the Sun across the 
sea. Those unworthy of going to the Land of the Dead haunted Galicia as the Santa 
Compaña.ò It is estimated that over 100,000 pilgrims travel there each year. 
 

 
Santiago de          Garabandal      Lourdes     Sienna       Assisi      Medjugorje 
Compostela                   
42Á 88ô                      43Á 12ô         43Á 10ô - latitude  - 43Á 17ô     43Á04ô        43Á 11ô 
 
- Sienna, Italy, latitude 43Á 17ô, was the home of St Catherine of Sienna, In 1370 she 
received a series of visions of Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven, after which she heard a 
command to leave her withdrawn life and enter the public life of the world. She began 
to write letters to men and women in authority, especially begging for peace between 
the republics and principalities of Italy and  for the return of the papacy from Avignon 
to Rome. She carried on a long correspondence with Pope Gregory XI, also asking 
him to reform the clergy and the administration of the Papal States. Catherine was 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Compa%C3%B1a
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Compa%C3%B1a
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Compa%C3%B1a

